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Introduction
This is a fantasy book about the author and her friend. Romance, courage, intelligence, and success are in one grateful girl. Sharon is that girl who deserves more than what she has. Whenever her class has a class visit, Sharon is always stuck with a nerd for a partner. She doesn’t mind it, but she just wants a different partner for a change. Her classmates and the teacher don’t think she deserves it either. Soon all of that is going to change, but will Sharon regret it? We’ll have to find out, won’t we?
Chapter 1: Wanting a Different Partner
“Now class, do I have to remind you the rules again?” questioned Mr. Castro.



“No sir.” replied the students boredly.
“Okay then,” conducted Mr. Castro. “Form a line behind the backdoor.” He confused everybody so they said ‘What?”, but they did what he told them to do. What ran in Mr. Castro’s mind was this; the visitors would sit at a random desk, he would greet the teacher, and talk about our classes. His class comes in and they would be sorted into partners. 

“It is so freaken hot!” complained Jorge. “What is taking so long?”
"Well, look on the bright side,” comforted Sharon. “At least we’re not melted.”

“Man, I wonder who’s my partner is going to be,” wondered Miguel. “I bet he’s cool like the last one." 

Clemente elbowed him, “Dude don’t talk about that right now!”  He pointed to Sharon who looked down in disappointment? 
“It’s okay Sharon,” reassured Ismenia. “Maybe this one will be different.”

“You can have mine if you want!” offered Alyssa A. 

“You with a geek,” said Osvaldo.” You wouldn’t last a second.” Then mostly all the boys laughed.

“Shut up,” Alyssa A. fought back. “Like you would!” 

“Oh yes he would!” Vontae joined in.


“Stop fighting, please,” ceased Sharon. “Whoever I’ll have, I’ll stick with that person, okay? The job, can’t it? Yeah! Maybe I do want a different partner. It’s just – just very impossible right now, and maybe I do feel a little sad, maybe I do.”

“So you want to be queen of nerds or something?” humored Patrick.

“Maybe I do.” giggled Sharon. Then everyone started to laugh.

“Look there’s Mr. Castro.” Victoria pointed out.

Mr. Castro interrogated Sharon, “You’re all excited aren’t you? You know if you don’t want a partner, you don’t need one.”

“Well,” thought Sharon. “Maybe this one is not one of them.”

“Okay, replied the teacher. “Follow me.” He took them all inside the classroom, and Sharon, who was the most nervous, had her fingers crossed.

Chapter 2: The England Partners

“Uh-oh,” Paulina said. “I see a geek.”

“Hopefully he’s not number eighteen.” Sharon secretly wished to herself.

“I have my fingers crossed for you.” Paulina hoped.

Sharon smiled and saw that everyone else had their fingers crossed too. The other class wore their uniforms of cherry- colored jackets, gray trousers or skirts, and red and yellow-striped ties. Girls had their hair tied into ponytails while the boys were neatly combed. All had identical black shoes.

“Cheerio!” the kids said in unison. 


“They’re all from London, England,” Mr. Castro told the class. “And this is their teacher Professor Philip.” 


“Hello, sir.” whisper the class. Mr. Castro cleared his throat.


“Hello, sir!” corrected the students. 


When Professor Philip spoke, he had an accent. 


“Hello to you too,” smiled the professor. “Wow! Back in England it’s all cloudy, but here it is very sunny. Hopefully all of you will get along with my class, and your teacher told me that you ladies and gentlemen are great kids.”


“Thank you, sir.” replied the class.

“Now the time has come to see who’s with whom,” said Mr. Castro. “Remember that how you choose your partner is by your student number.” The two teachers had clipboards of their student’s names, and they were the only ones who knew the partners.

“First partners are William and Miguel.” William and Miguel shook hands.

“Oh you guys just grab a chair and talk.” said the professor reading their minds.


Mr. Castro was the one that revealed the partners and Mr. Philip showed them where to sit.

“Edmund and Clemente, Victoria and Anne, Judy and Lucy, Mark and Rupert, Espy and Alana, Vontae and Chris, Ali and what a coincidence Ali, Daniel and Ronald, Caroline and Susan, Osvaldo and Waldo, Jorge and George, Ismenia and Emma, Anson and Peter, Ted and Leonel, Johnny and John.” Mr. Castro took a deep breath and gave Sharon a look that meant “Are you ready?” Sharon nodded.

Partners #18 are Sharon and Ben,” Mr. Castro revealed. “Um…Ben?” 

“Oh! Ben is on a vacation,” answered Mr. Philip. “His place will be taken by James.” James was a skinny, intelligent, four-eyed funny-looking (in a bad way), weirdly dressed, and to everybody’s disappointed… a geek!

“Nice to meet you.” The geek said. He brought out a shaky hand. Sharon sighed and then smiled.

“Nice to meet you too,” Sharon said greeting him politely as she shook his hand. “Same old…same old.” she said to herself.

Chapter 3: Bad News

Hopefully, the students like their partners because the teachers love challenging their students. They were told to get along with their partners. Not just get along, but to know everything about them. If you were listening earlier to the partners that were revealed, you might have noticed that most the partners were the same gender. Sharon’s partner is a boy, so if they are too close to each other, people might think that there’s something between them. And that’s messed up!

“Sharon, Sharon, SHARON!” yelled James.

“Oh! Um, was I not paying attention? I’m sorry.” rambled Sharon.

“Do you know what 10,582 x 3,565 equals ?” 

“Noo.” Sharon answered.

“Do you know what each capital has in common?” asked James again.

“No!” Sharon replied sternly.

“I thought you said that you were smart?” 

“I am it’s just that the questions you ask me are very advanced.” admitted Sharon.

“It’s 1:00,” James replied. “Didn’t your teacher say that we have P.E?”

There was a knock at the door, and the phone rang at the same time. Mariah opened the door and revealed a tall, pretty, athletic woman.

“Miss Winola!” burst out the new comers.

“You know her?” Sharon asked.

“Yeah! She’s our gym teacher.” answered James.

“I’m sorry, um, Mr. Castro’s class,” explained Mr. Philip. “Your Physical Education teacher Mr. Weil is out with the flu, so our gym teacher is going to train without him.” There were groans and cheers mixed together like a blender. Then they went outside with Miss Winola for two hours.

Chapter 4: The Replacement
“How do you like your partner after seven days?” asked Victoria early one morning.

“Same old feeling,” responded Sharon. “Oh! Hi Anna. I was just wondering about Ben. What’s he like?”

“Well, I’m quite glad you asked,” explained Anne.” He’s actually the kind of guy for you. When’s your birthday?”

“August the 15th.” Sharon answered.

“Then you’re both Leos,” Anne concluded. “He’s a really great guy. I don’t know why he went on a vacation.”

“I’ll tell you why,” answered William. “He just always gets the girls that are extremely shy.”

“Like Sharon,” Evie joined in. “She always gets the kind of partner she has right now.”

“There’s the bell.” said Anne. 

“Sharon! I’ve got great news,” shrieked Megan. “Ben is coming here today at 9:00.”

“Wait,” Sharon realized. “but isn’t it 9:00 in 5 minutes?”

“Yes!” James replied. “I’ll shall be leaving. Hopefully this Ben is different like you wanted. Good-bye Sharon.”

“Good-bye.” said Sharon sadly. They shook hands, and James went out the door.

Chapter 5: Will Sharon Regret It?
Sharon was about to go back to her seat, but the two teachers stopped her. They said that she ought to stay in front of the class to meet her partner. Sharon agreed.

Ben came in while talking on his expensive Blueberry cell phone. We could hear the conversation because the class was so silent, so his teacher told him to turn it off.

Mr. Philip introduced him, “This is your partner.”

“Hi! I’m Sharon.” Sharon greeted him nervously. 

“I’m Ben,” he said in a grouchy voice. “Can’t I have a different partner? I don’t think I am going to get along with her. I mean just look at her.”

“Ben! Apol-.” scolded the teacher.

“No! I don’t think he needs to.” interrupted Sharon. “I know what he means, and I understand. If he doesn’t want me as his partner then you can’t force him, and if that means I go solo, that’s okay. I’m okay.” Sharon sniffed and looked down. Something gleamed, and slid down Sharon’s face. Anson handed a tissue to Sharon. Victoria wanted to kung-fu chop Ben, but relaxed.

“I’m sorry,” confessed Ben. “I needn’t hurt your feelings. Every time we have to do this class visiting thing, I get the partners I don’t want.”

“Well at least I appreciate it,” Sharon said strictly, while looking Ben straight in the eyes. “Why can’t you?” Then she went to her desk with Ben following her.

“I don’t know,” Ben responded. “Can we start over?” Ben held out his right hand.

Sharon thought about it and looked around to her old and new classmates. Some were saying “No” while others motioned “Yes.”
“Okay!” Sharon responded. She then shook his hand, but Ben wouldn’t let go. He examined Sharon’s hand and was just an inch away from kissing it.

“I’m not that forgiving!” 

“I see.” Ben said slowly. He kept on looking at Sharon with an interesting face.

“Why are you looking at me like that?”

“Don’t know.”

It was one of the most awkward moments of their lives.

Chapter 6: The Conversation
It was a sunny and windy Friday, but also a beautiful day to go outside. They had some time to go outside to get to know their partners. Some walked or jogged the track while talking. The boys mostly played some sports. Clemente was tripped by Anson in soccer. Girls just gossiped while standing or sitting. Judy and Caroline were entertaining their partners. The two male teachers talked about what it’s like being a teacher, and who has the coolest car.

“If your partner is a boy and you’re a girl, you have to pick the right place to have a conversation.” Ben chose a place to sit on a hill covered with comfortable grass. 

“Sooooo… How is it in England?” Sharon asked. 

“Oh, it’s wonderful,” answered Ben. “Sometimes it’s cloudy, sunny, or just okay weather.”

“No! I meant how’s your life in England?” Sharon specifically corrected him.

“My bad.” Ben apologized. “A lot of girls are after me more than they are here.”

Sharon laughed.

“Oh really.” Sharon retorted. “Nerds are everywhere I go. I always have them for a partner. Can you imagine listening to a “boogey” going up a nostril six hours a day?” Ben laughed.

“No I can’t!” giggled Ben. Ben and Sharon started laughing at each other’s attractive joke. Then, Patrick and Ali came and were teasing him. Ben looked at Sharon with a smile.

“Why are looking at me again?”  Sharon asked.

“It’s just your so-so...” Ben shuttered.

“So what? I promise I won’t laugh.

“You’re so beautiful.” he said.

Sharon blushed with surprise.

“Oh! Thank you, I guess.” Sharon stumbled to find the right words. Ben took her left hand again. 

“You’re not going to try and kiss it are you?”

“Not anymore.” answered Ben. He was about to take her right hand, but his cell phone rang. He answered it, and he told Sharon to wait right there. “Sure.” she replied. About 21 minutes later, Ben came back. 

“I’m sorry that took so long.” Ben apologized. “I have to talked to my director- I mean- mom.”

“Oh, that’s okay, you could go.” Ben smiled and took off. She wondered why he said director first. Was there something he had to tell her? Was he keeping a secret? If Sharon figured it out, would they still be talking? Sharon didn’t worry about this much because she started to like her partnership a lot. 

Chapter 7: The Regret
Ben and Sharon got along very well, but Ben’s phone kept on ringing every two hours. One time Sharon felt that people were following them, but Ben said it was nothing. When they had breakfast at a diner the next Saturday, a 7-year-old girl said that she had seen her on a television show.

“I’m sure she is mistaken you for somebody else.” responded Ben.

Sharon comforted him, “Is there something you want to tell me? You’ve been acting strange.” 

“Acting strange? Acting…acting,” rambled Ben. “Good joke Sharon.”

“That wasn’t a- oh never mind!” Sharon knew something was going on.

The next gorgeous Monday, wasn’t very gorgeous at all. Sharon was chosen to deliver the attendance to the office. At that moment, a man knocked on the door. He was looking for Ben.

“What are you doing here?” Ben asked.

“I need to talk about you and her.” he said.

“Now?!” wondered Ben. They walked near the Kid’s Corner table. Of course the students were eavesdropping. The problem was that it would take Sharon at least 30 seconds to come back from the office.

“The show is getting great, but the problem is her.” explained the man. (with 20 seconds left)

“What do you mean the problem is Sharon?” questioned Ben. (12 seconds remaining)

“I mean, I’m sorry Ben, break up with her!” order the director. (3 seconds)

“What? I won’t!” Ben demanded.

“You won’t what?” asked Sharon. Sharon stood like a statue next to the door.

“Hello, you must be the wonderful Sharon,” said the enemy. “Ben has something to say to you.” He gave him a look.

“I’m listening!” Sharon said firmly.

“Sharon, um, I-” Ben mumbled.

“He WANTS to break up with you,” the director yelled. Ben tried to stop him. Sharon was shocked. “You’re on a television show, and besides Ben was only acting to earn a lot of money. He didn’t really mean you were beautiful. It was only acting.” Then the cameras got exposed. Vontae and Kong booed Ben.

“You did this to us Ben?” yelled Edmund.

“Sharon, I can-” Ben apologized.

“No! I can’t believe you did this to us and to me!” Sharon said sobbing. “I thought having a different kind of partner would be cool. I just regret it now. You just used me on a show to get filthy money. You lied to me. You have your ways and I have mine. For so long I meant nothing to you. Maybe having a nerd for all my partners was a good thing. At least they tell me the truth. At least they’re normal, and at least they like me because of me. Maybe we should break up. If there was something between us… You should probably leave. No, I’ll leave. Just don’t talk to me ever again.” Sharon turned and went out the door. Ben was extremely heart-broken. Everybody else just shook their heads.

Chapter 8: Ben’s Forgiveness?
The next five days were dreadful. It was a sunny Saturday morning. Victoria, Ismenia, Mariah, Caroline, Viet, Megan, Evie, and Kristal all called Sharon to check if she was still blue.
“Uhm, I have to forget about Ben,” Sharon said quietly. “What’s on today?”

Sharon then pushed the power button on the TV.

“Welcome back to Ben’s Life,” greeted the announcer. “Now, what was Ben going to say? Let’s find out.”

“So what, I promise I won’t laugh.” Sharon pleaded.

“You’re so-” Sharon turned off the power.

“What happened to Tom and Jerry Tales?” Sharon wondered. Sharon stared out the window and sang. “I was living in a fantasy, Waiting for somebody to rescue me.”

Sharon spotted the mail lady, so she went outside. While she was outside, Sharon saw Kyri chasing his dog. “Any mail for me?” asked Sharon.

“Yes there is.” replied the mail lady. 

There were bills, advertisements, sign-ups, and a letter. Sharon went to her room. The outside of the letter said:

To: Sharon Saeteurn

From: Ben Barnes

Please read this letter. I’m very sorry

Without opening it, Sharon threw the letter like a Frisbee on the desk. She turned on the radio, and a song, related to Sharon’s situation was playing. “Take time to realize-…”

“Why did he do it, why?” mumbled Sharon to herself.
“Just realize what I just realize, we’ll be perfect for each other and never find another.” Sharon lay down on her bed and thought about the bright side of Ben and her. Later on “When You Look Me in the Eyes” was playing. Sharon flowed with the song and took a nap. 

“Sharon, wake up,” her mom called. “There’s a boy outside wonderi-” Sharon looked out the window to see who it was.

“No! I don’t think I will.” chose Sharon.

“Okay, I thought that you should talk to him,” her mom advised. “To sort things out.” Then she went outside. 

“To sort things out.” imitated Sharon. Sharon glanced at the mail.

“Oh, don’t give me one of your dirty looks,” Sharon smirked. “Why am I talking to paper?” Sharon just couldn’t resist wondering what was in the letter. She then opened the letter and read:

Dear Sharon,

If you chose to read give me your forgiveness, thank you very much. It must’ve been really hard for you. What I said about you was real, and whatever my director said wasn’t true. It wasn’t just acting, and it wasn’t just for the money. Regretting having me for your partner was not a mistake. Try to call me, if you still have my phone number, because I really want to talk to you. I miss you.

Love,
Ben Barnes

Ben Barnes
P.S. I’ve moved back to London. Lucy has a surprise for all of you.

Chapter 9: Two Surprises
Mr. Philip’s class stayed at Earl Warren for four weeks. They were very amazing people. To tell you the truth, the whole class was going to miss everyone of them. When it is time to go, some people hugged or shook hands with their partner and everyone else. To our surprise, Lucy gave all of us a ticket to England, so we could go visit them.

“Sharon, if you do visit, try to talk to Ben.” Edmund advised.

“I’ll keep that in mind.” thanked Sharon.  One by one they waved and went out the door.

“When are we going there?” asked Judy and Caroline together.

“In two days,” answered the teacher. “But getting to England is a very long trip, so we’re taking a plane with a trained and professional pilot. We have to find a place where we can stay for at least seven weeks.” Seven weeks in England excited everyone in the class, but one.

Finally the day came, but the trip from California to Europe did indeed take a long time. Everybody brought something that would keep them company for about five to eight hours. During the flight, Daniel, Ali, Johnny, Kyri, Patrick, and David were trying to put make-up on Jose and Miguel. 
While they slept, Sharon decided to call Ben, hoping he’d pick up, but there was no answer. Viet and Darlene came to her. “You okay?” they both asked. “Did he pick up?”

“Don’t know.” Sharon sighed.

“Look outside.” Viet commanded. “Isn’t it beautiful?” Sharon did so and it was the most beautiful place; green healthy grass, flowers, rocks, the sea, and more. The plane was landing, and everyone was kind of sad.

Ben was, of course, in England. He was at home lying on his bed. Now when his phone rang, he didn’t pick it up because he was too depressed to do anything. He didn’t know when Sharon was coming to England. He just knew she was coming. Ben just wondered and wondered-wasting precious time. He dearly missed Sharon. He knew perfectly well that she would never talk to him, but he was not going to forget about the other half of his heart.

The whole class went to the Englander’s school. They all had the same partners, but Sharon got a surprise “James!?” Sharon exclaimed.

”Yep, it’s the same old me.” he said. They both shook hands and smiled until the question was asked. “How are you and Ben? I saw a show about it. There have been a lot great ups and some serious downs.”

“I know,” admitted Sharon. “I’m trying to talk to him.”

“Well, do you guys just want to stand here and mope around or go have a tour?” The evening was so beautiful that the class decided to dance, sing, talk, and just sit under the moonlight at the beach.

Chapter 10: One More Surprise

At the beach, Leonel was putting crabs in Mark’s pants, and Jorge was floating his rubber ducky on the sea. “Hey Sharon,” Megan called out at the beach. “Do you want to come and play with us?”

“No thanks,” Sharon responded. “I need to make an urgent call.”

Sharon dialed and waited. Ten seconds later, a woman’s voice was on the answering machine.

“Hello! I’m sorry that Ben can’t answer the phone right now. Please leave him a message?” Ben was screening all of his messages.
“Hi, um, Ben. This is Sharon and I actually wanted to talk to you.” Instantly, Ben picked up. 

“Sharon, this is really you, right?” Ben said anxiously. “Where are you?”

“I’m at the beach with your classmates,” replied Sharon. “I know that you’re sorry. I’m actually sorry for yelling at you.”

While they were talking, Ben ran to find Sharon.

“You okay?” asked Ben.

“I am when I talk to you,” Sharon replied. “I wish I could see you.”

“Turn around.” he said.

 Sharon turned and saw Ben. They both smiled. Sharon ran to Ben with a great hug. “I’ve missed you.” said Sharon.

“Me too.” Ben said as he took Sharon’s hand and kissed it. Sharon half regretted everything.
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